
 

 

 

 

Long Term Care Coordinating Council 

Minutes of the meeting held Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

Child and Family, Main Conference Room, 1268 Eddy St., Providence, RI 02905 
Attendance: 

Angelo Rotella 

Bonnie Sekers 

Brenda DuHamel 

Brittany Gilligan 

Deborah Burton 

Debra Demar 

Diane Facha 

Dianna Shaw 

Donna McGowan 

George Sousa 

Holly Garvey 

Jaclyn Pofilio 

Jaimie Furtado 

Jim Nyberg 

John DiTomasso 

Karen Allsop 

Karen Statser 

Kathleen Heren 

Kathleen Kelly 

Kathleen Repoli 

Kelly Lee 

Kelsea Dixon 

Laurie Ellison 

Laurie Mantz 

Lori Light 

Majorie Waters 

Mario Olivieri 

Mary Lou Moran 

Matt Gendran 

Maureen Maigret 

Michael Cronan 

Michelle Brophy 

Michelle Szylin 

Mike Walker 

Mykahla Gardiner 

Nancy Silva 

Nelia Botelho 

Nicholas Oliver 

Patricia Raskin 

Rebecca Boss 

Rita Towers 

Sam Zwetchkenbaum 

Sarah Neil 

Stephanie Rendina 

Vicktoria Barokha 

Victoria Goetz

Welcome: Meeting called to order by Maureen Maigret at 10:05am. Introductions around the room. 

 

Approval of Minutes of 3/14/18: Motion to approve with corrections by Nicholas Oliver, seconded by Kathleen Kelly. All in favor. 

Approval of Minutes of 4/11/18: Motion to approve as submitted by Nicholas Oliver, seconded by Kathleen Kelly. All in favor. 

 

Presentation of New BH Link by Director Rebecca Boss, BHDDH: 

See PowerPoint Slides at the end of minutes. 

942-STOP substance abuse 

Have accessed federal funding. Governor has money in the budget, hoping it is in the finalized budget. Currently accessing a facility. 

In some negotiations for a facility. 

Q: translate the percentage of visit to numbers of people? A: can get the information out to the group. 

Q: just Medicaid users or everyone? A: everyone, but will back that up. 

Q: age restrictions for program. A: adults. Need to look at the under 18 community needs. They won’t be turned away in a crisis, but 

will be assessed and sent to the right place for assistance. 

Q: who Horizon Health Partners? A: A partnership of: Kent Center, Community Care Alliance and Newport Mental Health 

Hotlines are not dependent on a facility, hopeful start in July. 

 

Introduction of Mike Splaine of Splaine Consulting:  Mike gave a brief introduction of himself and the work he is contracted to do 

with the Alzheimer’s State Plan Update. Week of August 6th calendar of Town Hall meetings will be complete by the end of this week 

and will be emailed to the LTCCC to share. 

 

Update of the Governor’s new LTSS Reform Initiatives by Jaclyn Porfilio: 

Handout to be sent out electronically. 

May 25th Governor’s announcement– broad initiative around LTSS policy reform. Moving toward a person-centered system. Will be 

moving forward with a phased approach. June 14th Community Roundtables begin. Think Tank on LTSS on Workforce policy options. 

Phase 2 August – December – series of stakeholder workshops. On the other side will be implementing and addressing issues that 

were not heard. Increase for direct support service. More senior centers. POINT website. ADRC. 

Send schedule of community meetings.  

Q: Phase 1 question: workforce policy think tank – more details? A: Rick Brooks will be involved. Taking the longer report and making 

the policy options to take to phase 2. Targeted to 3-4 meetings to try and prepare for phase 2. 



 

 

Community Health Network by Kelsea Dixon, DOH: 

See PowerPoint slides at the end of minutes. 

Q: Would it possible to schedule programs inside healthcare facilities? A: Yes, you can contact RIPIN or Kelsey. Also, some can be 

employer wellness programs. 

Cardiovascular program is growing now with new funding that is coming in. 

Patient navigators are Community Health Workers from RIPIN and they develop and train the workforce along with Dept of Health. 

Certifying body is Community Health Worker Association of RI 

Have had preliminary conversations with Alzheimer’s Association. Working on getting the criteria setup and see where Alzheimer’s 

and dementia and behavioral health will fit into program. 

Q: How can Alzheimer’s be added to the chronic disease list? A: we need to have a program setup. 

Alzheimer’s Association is pushing to make it happen. Moving in the direction and in negotiation stages. 

 

Transportation Report by Mario Olivieri & Diane Facha: 

Slides will be sent out electronically. 

Resuming monthly meetings hosted by the Alliance for Better Long term Care due to recent issues; last Wednesday of the month, 

10:30am at the Alliance. 

 

ICI Report Distributed. questions to Dawn Allen who was not able to attend meeting:  

Please email Craig Dwyer any questions and he will direct them to Dawn Allen for a response, or mail Dawn directly. 

 

Subcommittee Review: 

 

Alzheimer’s Executive Board: We have hit the ground running regarding the plan update. August 6th – 23 focus groups being 

planned. Schedule will be sent to the group once complete. Please pass along to get the word out. 

 

Aging in Community/Healthy Aging: attention has been focused with the legislature. $800k community grant was maintained. 

Homecare rate increases. Proposal to charge co-pays for people on Medicaid – not included in the budget. Retro-active Medicaid 

coverage maintained. ADRC language in budget Article. Overall the budget has some terrific things for LTC/older adults. 

Tufts Health Plan Foundation Momentum Fund – providing grant $10k to 10 applicants in RI, MA, NH. Aimed at developing age-

friendly or dementia-friendly initiatives. 

Community Enhancement grants – $500,000 from Money Follows the Person Fund. Hope to hear more when application period 

announced. 

Age-Friendly RI partnering on the Community Conversation in South Kingstown tomorrow to kick off Governor’s LTSS reform effort 

 

LGBT Report: no report 

 

Oral Health: May Oral Summit was a great success. Next work is to continue is a senior oral health plan. Need some project 

management to move forward with the plan. Looking for a student for 6-8 months to help with project management. Subgroup 

Meeting tomorrow at 3-4pm at the Alliance. 

Q: On-site dental program – is there another in the works? A: CareLink is working towards moving in that direction. Looking to 

expand to more assisted livings and senior housing. 

Legislation to expand dental hygienist. Specific training to be completed. 

Q: Is there a list of dentists who accept Medicaid payments available? A: Oral Health Website – find a dentist link. 

 

Behavioral Health: Meeting Thursday, June 21 2:30pm, Substance Use and Mental Health 

 

Public Comment: 



 

 

Alzheimer’s Day was a great success, thank you for all who were involved. Golf Tournament on June 21st at Newport Golf Club. 

Alzheimer’s Walk website is up with all information. New walk at Misquamicut beach on Sept 23rd. 

 

Alzheimer’s Workforce Development: meets first Tuesday of each month - July 10th at Greenwich Farms 

 

Medicaid Matters meetings – to explain the difference between Medicaid and Medicare – and the benefits of Medicaid. Educational 

meetings to be offered by RIOP. First meeting is: August 14th Benefit Street Church at 3pm. 

 

Patricia Rasking announced next Blue Cross sponsored meeting is June 13th at the Blue Store in Warwick – Safe Guard your finances. 

Caregiver Support –  

 

Age Friendly RI Day in May went very well. 

 

Friday is World Elder Abuse day to bring awareness and address the issue of elder abuse. Saint Elizabeth Community is sponsoring a 

breakfast in recognition of the day at the Crowne Plaza that day. 

 

Memory Café in RI – social and educational opportunity – Thursday, June 14th 1pm-2:30pm at Temple Beth El 

 

Next Meeting: September 12, 2018 10:00am at Child & Family 

 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 11:38am by Maureen Maigret.  
  

Respectfully Submitted by Tabatha Dube, Office of Lieutenant Governor Dan McKee 
 

  

  



 

 

   

  

  

  



 

 

  

  
 

 

   

   

   



 

 

   

   

   

   

    



 

 

  

 
Transportation Report Slides 

  

  

  

  
 



 

 

  

  

  

  



 

 

  

 


